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The nation is undertaking the difficult job of rebuilding institutions and the public trust. As the
regulator and developer of the accountancy profession, the Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA) is
continually advocating for ethical leadership to drive good governance and uphold public confidence.
 
MIA Thought Leadership Lecture zooms in on the critical issues affecting ethical leadership and
governance. First, we define the traits that are the hallmarks of exemplary ethical leaders. Second, we
show how important it is for leaders to deliver and live out a consistent ethical message in their public
and private lives, or risk exposure and censure.
 
Kicking off our series is Datuk Zaiton Mohd Hassan, one of Malaysia’s most respected business and
thought leaders internationally and locally.
 
With a wealth of experience in banking, financial ratings services and financial advisory, Datuk Zaiton
has been tapped by prominent organisations to oversee their ethics and governance efforts. Currently,
she serves as the Governance & Audit Committee Chairman of Sime Darby Plantation Berhad.  In 2018,
she was appointed as the Chairman of the Board Risk Audit and Governance Committee, Lembaga
Tabung Haji and in 2019, Chairman of Bank Pembangunan Malaysia Berhad. Attesting to her acumen in
financial services, she is also Vice Chairman of FIDE Forum, whose objective is to enhance and promote
high governance standards among directors of financial institutions in Malaysia.
 
A member of MIA and a member of the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) Professional
Accountants in Business (PAIB) Committee, Datuk Zaiton is a keen advocate for upholding codes of
ethics among professional accountants, as they are instrumental in good governance and ethical
behaviour. 
 
She is passionate about giving back to the nation by supporting the accountancy profession’s talent
development pipelines. In 2015, Datuk Zaiton established the Malaysia Professional Accountancy Centre
(MyPAC) which supports underprivileged talents to pursue professional accountancy programmes, and
she is currently its Chief Executive Officer.
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear firsthand from Datuk Zaiton on the most pressing ethical dilemmas
and how to resolve them.
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